April 24, 2010
Report of the Spring 2010 Meeting 

of the National Boating Federation.

The meeting was held on Saturday, March 27, 2010, in conjunction with the International Boating & Water Safety Summit, at the Hilton Hotel in Daytona Beach, Florida, thus giving us access to group rates at the hotel.

Election of Officers.

All officers of the Federation were reelected to their second one-year term in office.

Ethanol in Marine Fuels Issue.
A position statement regarding the use of ethanol in marine fuels was reviewed and approved as submitted by President Tom Dogan.  The statement concludes that the use of ethanol in gasoline used by marine engines poses a major hazard and recommends that ethanol-free gasoline be made available to recreational boat operators.
A copy of this position statement is transmitted as a separate document.
Clean Waer Act based Law Suits.
Secretary David Kutz recapped the current dilemma occurring in the Pacific Northwest. An organization named Pudget Sound Keeper  Alliance (PSKA) filed letters of intent to sue against several boatyards claiming that storm water runoff from boat yards contained excessive amounts of copper even though the runoff copper content was no higher than that found in tap water.

The Clean Water Act allows lawsuits to proceed and it is the responsibility of the defendants to prove their innocence.  Situations like these have become of great concern to boat yards, marinas, yacht clubs, and the boating trade across the Nation.

President Dogan suggested one solution would be to amend the Clean Water Act so that those filing the law suit would pay the cost of the litigation if the accused is found to be innocent.

President Dogan will draft a NBF position statement  to support an amendment to the Clean Water Act, should such an amendment be introduced in Congress.
NBF Position on Regional Issues.
As the above item about the Clean Water Act illustrates, local and regional issues can have national implications.  As a result, NBF adopted a general policy that any Executive Committee Member may originate a NBF position on a regional issue provided the issue is submitted via email to all executive committee members for approval.
Respectfully submitted,

Fred W. Poppe

CYA Delegate to the NBF

Member of its Executive Committee

Vice President of the Federation
